
"It's Clear What We Hear” 
Luke 9:1-20 

Jesus empowers us to do His work in this world, calling on us 
to depend on Him and to identify our lives with Him (1-6) 
 What an incredible moment in the lives of the disciples of 
Jesus! They had been following Jesus and watching and learning 
from Him about what it looks like to do God's Kingdom work, and 
now the time had come for them to be sent out to do the work 
of Jesus themselves. Jesus called them together, and Jesus gave 
them the power to do what He was sending them out into the 
world to do. His instructions to the disciples emphasized two 
important things: Dependence and allegiance. His disciples were 
called to go without provisions and preparations for the journey. 
Jesus was emphasizing the role of faith in doing His work. Jesus 
was demanding steps of faith that would create the opportunity 
for His disciples to see the provision of God in their lives. 
Additionally, Jesus called His disciples to hold to an unwavering 
allegiance to Him, even in the face of opposition and rejection 
because of Him. Through this allegiance, Jesus was reminding 
them that they were to live their lives identified with Him. 

1. If we left for a mission trip with no provisions, people 
would call us crazy and irresponsible. Why is this? 

2. What are the "safety blankets" that you have to have in 
order to take real risks to do God's work in this world? 

3. Allow someone to share a testimony about God's provision 
when their "safety blankets" were pulled away? 

4. What does Jesus' instructions about dealing with those 
who reject Him say about the disciples identity in Him?  

5. Are you willing to identify yourself with Jesus in this way? 

The faithful work of the followers of Jesus should lead others 
to ask the question of "Who is this Jesus?" (7-9) 
 As the disciples of Jesus went out in obedience to Jesus 
to do the work of Jesus, word began to spread about all that God 
was doing through the disciples of Jesus. In response to "all that 
was happening," Luke's Gospel tells us that Herod was 
"perplexed!" He couldn't figure out what was going on, but He 
knew for sure that there was something incredible and 
unexplainable that was happening through the disciples of Jesus. 
Because their lives and their work were connected to their 
identity and allegiance to Jesus, it lead Herod to think about the 
One whom the disciples were identified with: Jesus! The unusual 
work of the disciples in the name of Jesus lead Herod to ask the 
most important question about Jesus: "Who is He?" 

1. Our lives are meant to be lived by faith on mission for 
Jesus so that others will want to know who Jesus is. Does 
your life reflect this faith mission? If not, why not? 

2. What is one, practical thing that each person in your 
group can do this week that would be an obedient step of 
faith in doing the work of Jesus? 

3. Pray for the courage to step in faith on mission this week! 
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Jesus reminds us that the Kingdom work that we do is not by 
our power but by His provision (10-17) 
 When the disciples returned from doing the work that 
Jesus had sent them to do, they were excited and couldn't wait 
to share about their experiences. In verse 10, Luke's Gospel tells 
us that they told Jesus about all that "they" had done. It must 
have been an incredible experience for them, being able to heal 
the sick and to cast out demons and to preach the good news of 
the Kingdom of God. Coming off of this experience, though, 
Jesus takes an opportunity to make sure that the disciples 
remember and understand the source of their success in doing 
His work. He does this by giving them a new task. Something that 
they had never seen or done before. He calls them to feed the 
thousands of people who have gathered around them to see and 
to hear Jesus. This was impossible. They didn't have enough food 
to cook for everyone, and they didn't have enough money to 
even think about buying food for everyone. That was okay 
because that was exactly what Jesus wanted them to remember: 
That it's impossible to do what He called them to do by their own 
power. In an incredible way that captures our imagination, Jesus 
provided in a supernatural way for the food that was needed for 
the disciples to do what He had called them to do. Lesson 
learned... 

1. What are some of the ways that Jesus is calling us to do 
ministry that seem impossible for us to do? 

2. What are the excuses that we usually come up with when 
we can't do what Jesus clearly calls us to do? 

3. Jesus calls us to just bring what we have and give it to 
Him. He'll take care of the rest. Have you done this? 

4. Take time as a group to get rid of the excuses and to lay 
before Jesus what needs to be given to Him today. 

Experiencing Jesus' power and provision makes it clear what 
we hear about who Jesus is: The Christ of God (18-20) 
 What was the purpose of the feeding of the five 
thousand. Luke doesn't tell us anything about the reaction and 
response of the crowd that was fed, but what God's Word does 
focus on is the reaction and the response of the disciples. They 
had just recently asked themselves the question of who Jesus 
really was (Luke 8:25), and because of the work that they had 
been doing for Jesus, Herod was asking himself the same 
question about Jesus' true identity. Now with the experience of 
the incredible power and provision of Jesus in the feeding of the 
5,000, his disciples are ready to begin answering that question. 
The answer is clear about what they hear in the power and 
provision of Jesus: Jesus is the Christ of God! Jesus is the 
Messiah -- the anointed One of God -- who was sent to save His 
people! 

1. Discuss the connection between steps of faith and how 
God grows our faith in Jesus Christ. 

2. Who can you come along side of and take a step of faith 
with in order to grow their faith in Jesus Christ? 

3. Pray for and commit to take the opportunity to do it!
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